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The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial membership | 


Berkeley, California organization, founded in 1907, seeks to deepen within the Church, 


the sense of social obligation and opportunity to study, from the 
Christian point of view, social problems and their solutions and to pro- 
mote social action in the spirit of Jesus. The Federation stands for the 
complete abolition of war. The Federation rejects the method of the 
struggle for profit as the economic base for society and seeks to replace 
tt with social-economic planning to develop a society without class or 
group discriminations and privileges. In seeking these objectives, the 
Federation does not commit its members to any specific program, but 
remains an inspirational and educational agency, proposing social changes 
by democratic decisions, not by violence. 


Number 2 


Equality and Our Racial Practices 


1at American Democracy and Christian Gospel Demand 


“All men are created equal.” ALL are equally entitled to 
e, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” These are the proc- 
mations and promise with which our Declaration of Inde- 
idence and nation began.-When-we- pledge allegiance to our 
x we pledge loyalty to equal “liberty and justice for all.” 
Our Founding Fathers who led our American Revolution, 
> their contemporaries of the French Revolution, viewed dem- 
acy as demanding and including equality and fraternity along 
h liberty. Our greatest patriotic hymn seeks “brotherhood from 
to shining sea”—from Gulf of Mexico to Great Lakes, from 
antic to Pacific, in Mississippi no less than in Maine, in Cali- 
mia as well as Carolina, in Alabama as well as Arizona, for 
ck man and woman as well as for white. 

This original American demand for full and undenied equal- 
is in harmony with the compelling claim of our Biblical faith 
1 of Jesus who prayed and lived and died that men and 
men everywhere “all may be one.” (John 17). Speaking for 
us to the Athenians at Mars’ hill, Paul spoke of the one 
d in whom “we live, and move, and have our being,” who 
ade the world and all things therein,” and who “hath made 


one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of : 


earth.” (Acts 17). 
triots and Subversives Redefined ; 
The real patriots are those who, in today’s crisis, speak and 
for full equality and brotherhood without exceptions. The 
subversives are those who by action or inaction oppose these 
American democratic demands. Senator Eastland of Mis- 
addresses hate-generating White Citizens Councils’ rallies. 
Is not only the Communist Party, but also the National 
| of Churches of Christ as “red” (NY Times, 1-27-56). 
s for a fight against the C.I.O. and N.A.A.C.P. He con- 
supreme Court of the United States as “brainwashed” 
defies that Court and the government by law and 
he has sworn to uphold. The Senator and the Sub- 


— nt 


eration for Social Action. He seeks tax funds to spread 
é 1 “Handbook” smears against patriotic, democracy- 
ericans. In contravention of constitutional provisions 
ate separation he may get public funds to use his 
(produced without any objective inquiry or hearings 
ss) to intervene in an intra-church religious dispute 
Circuit Rider and other segregationists—as was 

t General Conferen 


he leads have attacked, among others, the Meth- — 


As for Senator Eastland and his Sub-Committee, if they want 
a good look at subversives, we suggest they consult a mirror. 

For us, as for the Founding Fathers, equality and brother- 
hood combine with liberty in the democracy we seek to serve. 
Walt Whitman,. greatest American poet-spokesman for full dem- 
ocracy, always insisted it must mean far more than the right 
to vote every few years for one or another candidate picked 
perhaps by some political bosses. Rather it must be manifest, 
in addition to the voting booth, in our everyday life, our cul- 
ture, our jobs, our homes, our schools, our churches. (Walt 
Whitman, Democratic Vistas). 

Viewed from the standpoint of our racial practices, how 
does democracy fare in the land and church we love, in this 
Brotherhood Month of 1956? 


In the Wake of the Supreme Court School 
Decisions: Progress 


On May 17, 1954, the Supreme Court struck a great blow for 
democratic equality by unanimously ruling that all public school 
segregation is inherently unequal and thus unconstitutional. 
May 31, 1955, the Court, again unanimously, ruled that every 
state or locality or-school board area practicing such segrega- 
tion, must move promptly and in good faith and with all 
practicable speed towards full compliance with the Court rul- 
ing—i.e., towards ending all such public school segregation. 

Progress against racial barriers in public schools was prompt. 
By September, in Oklahoma, school segregation was wiped out 
in 65 communities including all large cities. By year’s end, it 
was reported that 271 of the 1,463 school districts in which there 
are Negro school children, had begun integrating—a task com- 


pleted in 90 of them. Integration had been this fall the order 


of the day for all 18 of the state universities and colleges. Hats 
off to the Oklahoma governor, Raymond Gary, who refused to 


~~ ~have his state defy the nation’s highest Court and to the State = 


Superintendent of Public Instruction Dr. Oliver Hodge who 
said: “Our attitude is they’re all just children.” (See Time, 
9-19-55 and The aNtion, 12-17-55.) 


55,000 (80%) of Missouri’s Negro school children are now study- 
ing alongside 550,000 whites; there has been no friction.” 


Progress has also been registered in Kentucky where 24 
school districts have allowed Negro children to attend mixed 
classes. Louisville will integrate this year. Segregation has been 
ended at all state colleges and most private colleges and uni- 
versities also. 

In Tennessee, a plan has been adopted for gradual integra- 
tion of the six state-supported colleges. Nashville has a com- 
mittee studying integration, and the Chatanooga school board 
has voted to comply with the Supreme Court ruling and: inte- 
grate in the future. The schools in federal-run Oak Ridge inte- 
grated successfully. In Texas desegregation has come or begun 
in 65 of the state’s 2,000 school districts, including: El Paso, 
San Antonio, Corpus Christi, San Angelo, Brownwood, Harlin- 
gen, Weslaco, Friona, Kingsville, Alice and Carrigo Spring. San 
Antonio welcomed its 6,000 Negro school children to integrated 
schools. The University of Texas is to open every branch to 
Negro students this fall. 

In West Virginia, at the beginning of this school year, 35 
of the state's 55 counties began integration. Charleston inte- 
grated the first, second and seventh grades, and “reported that 
all went well.” (Time.) 

When this school year began, 184,000 Negro children were 
successfully “attending mixed schools in eight former segre- 
gation states and the District of Columbia.” Half were in the 
nation’s capital, where 63 per cent of the school children are 
Negro. (Southern School News, 10-55.) 

So far as southern school children are concerned, white and 
Negro alike, sufficient evidence is in. Brotherhood is practical; 
integration works. Nor does it have to be slow. Baltimore proved 
that. “School Board members, for their part, are convinced that 
the Baltimore desegregation policy was right for Baltimore. Look- 
ing back, they cannot see there would have been anything to 
gain by moving more slowly and possibly much to lose.” (From 
“Desegregation in the Baltimore City Schools,” The Maryland 
Commission on Interracial Problems and Relations and The Balti- 
more Commission on Human Relations.) It is not through children, 
whom God made without racial prejudice, that racial trouble or 
segregation continue or originate. 


The Supreme Court Decision: Resistance 

-Desegregation has been resisted, retarded, and prevented in 
some southern states led by vigorously vocal adult bigots kept in 
power by privileged and complacent whites who long have ac- 
quiesced in the oppression and inequality imposed on their 
Negro fellow-citizens. 

Governors, legislatures, U. S. Senators and Representatives 
have been busy enacting state laws and making schemes to sub- 
vert the Constitution of the United States they have all sworn 
_ to defend and basic rulings under the Constitution by the na- 

tion’s highest judicial body. For the openly confessed subversive 


purpose of defying the Supreme Court and the Constitution that — 
- €ourt defends and interprets, organizations of White Citizens 


have been formed in several southern states—in the old, bigoted 
spirit of the Ku Klux Klan. Needless to say, Senator Eastland’s 
_ Sub-Committee has not found these groups to defy the Supreme 
_ Court, subversive. Nor, we believe, has the Attorney General 
_ or other supposed official authorities on subversion. 

___ Indeed, Eugene Cook, Georgia Attorney General, calls the 
_NAACP subversive. In such distorted minds subversives are 
those who believe in the equality guaranteed by the Consti- 


a dog’s baying at the moon and claiming he had it treed. _ 


of whom do not share our widespread irrational, 
tution, and want compliance with the Supreme Court rulings. = Selentific “ond! _enti-Biblical allasionise é : 
_ Five thousand persons attended a White Citizens Council rally __ 


fawning politicians” —_o 
e Court “it cannot — cc 


if either God or NAACP brought his rigidly segregated state 1 
large number of mulattos, and if he, as judge, ever convicte 
any of the white male criminals involved. ; 

At that Selma rally were members of the state legislatu: 
who passed a school assignment bill to preserve segregation. 
empowers local boards of education to assign pupils to schoo 
individually according to “qualifications, motivations, aptitud: 
and characteristics.” The bill added “no child shall be compelle 
to attend any school in which the races are co-mingled when ° 
written objection of the parent or guardian has been filed wit 
the beerd of education.” The bill became law without the signi 
ture of®Gov. Jim Folsom, as did three anti-integration loc’ 
bills which passed over his veto. The Governor said: : 

I could never get all excited about our colored brothers. They” 
been here 300 years, and I estimate theyll be here another 300 yea 
or more. I’m not going to get my ulcers in an uproar. I find them 
be good. citizens. If they had been making a living for me like th 
have for the Black Belt, I’d be proud of them instead of cussing ar 
kicking them all the time. 

Louisiana appropriated $100,000 to retain lawyers to hel 
localities resist desegregation. 

Mississippi's official Legal Educational Advisory Commi 
tee has made a six-point legislative proposal to keep segregatio1 
It would illegalize litigation for integration and subject out-o: 
siate lawyers to clearance by the Miss. State Bar Associatio 
before permitting them to practice in the state. It would x 
peal the state’s compulsory school attendance law, create 
permanent “Authority for Maintenance of Racial Segregation 
and punish persons (like FBI agents) for using federal law ¢ 
excuse for interfering with individual rights under state lay 

Last summer the Georgia State Board of Education adopte 
a resolution (later rescinded) to revoke licenses for all teache: 
who oppose segregation or belong to NAACP. 

North Carolina’s Governor Hodges urges “voluntary” cor 
tinuance of school segregation, and Assistant State Attorney Get 
eral Lake urges white defiance of the Supreme Court desegre 
gation order. — 

South Carolina’s general assembly has voted a ban on raci: 
intermingling in public buildings, and denial of state funds % 
any school district permitting integration. ~ 

By a large two to one majority, Virginia citizens last mont 
voted to call a state convention to amend the state constitutio 
to permit use of public funds for private segregated schoolin 
as proposed by a commission of politicians with no educate 
or Negro serving on it. 5 

And this month, Brotherhood Month, the Georgia legislatw 
has passed a measure declaring the U. S. Supreme Court’s ant 
segregation decisions “null, void and of no effect,” as propos 
by Governor Griffin. Earlier the Alabama legislature had vo' 
a measure declaring the Supreme Court decision null and y 
But it became law without the signature of Governor Folso: 
who termed it “hogwash” and likened the legislature's actior 


At issue in- Congress and between presidential candidate 
the question as to whether the current Federal School Con 
tion Bill shall contain a provision prohibiting allocation of 
construction funds where the Supreme Court desegregation 
ing is being defied. PSS Bee 

A tremendous, fateful battle is under way. The - 
American democracy and pretensions to equality is being weig 
in the balances by a watching world, the great h 


Tre 


rgia, this month a prominent Negro physician and NAACP 
er, Dr. Thomas H. Brewer, was shot by a white man and 
d. 

Scores of Negro citizens in southern localities have been 
ied needed farm loans or subjected to boycott or loss of job 
livelihood, because they exercised their right under the 


stitution’s First Amendment to sign a petition and_peacefully- 


ess themselves in favor of Supreme Court decrees. Such 
1omic coercion and violence and suffering have been fos- 
d by White Citizens Councils and similar bia$ groups that 
> grown in the South in recent months. 

These cruel attacks on the right of peaceful petition and 
ot show the close link between the battle today for racial 
ality and that for constitutional liberties. 


Victories and Progress Have Come 


The desperation of the segregationists has not prevented 
ries from coming and largely reflects the fact that they 
», Such victories have come in the South. On January 2, Geor- 
Tech played Pittsburgh at the Sugar Bowl in New Orelans de- 
2 the Negro player on the Pittsburgh team and the non- 
egation in disposal of the Pittsburgh bloc of tickets. A 
th earlier 2,000 Georgia Tech students had demonstrated 
tantly at the Georgia capitol against Governor Griffin, who 
expressed opposition to Georgia college participation im 
. interracial games and whom the Georgia students burned 
ffigy. 

[ft was a southern court in Richmond, the Fourth Circuit 
rt of Appeals, which last July 14 struck down a South Car- 
2 statute for intrastate bus and other transportation and 
d that such statutes can no longer be enforced. 

in late November, the Interstate Commerce Commission 
d that racial segregation in interstate trains and buses and 
ublic waiting rooms and rest rooms serving their lines, was 
tary to the Interstate Commerce Act and would have to 
e by January 10. Rail lines operating in the South decided 
omply. 

Also in November, the Supreme Court applied its earlier 
ol ruling principles by outlawing all segregation in public 
s, bathing beaches, playgrounds, and golf courses. 

he University of North Carolina, under court order, set a 
edent in its area by opening its doors to three undergrad- 


Negroes. A court order in Alabama led the State University - 


dmit its first Negro student, Miss Autherine Lucy, library 
1ce major. Later, in the wake of mob riots against Miss 
y, the university banned her. But the university president 
ted the ban was temporary and for her safety and that of 
rs and that she was still on the student roll. He and stu- 
- leaders appealed for observance of law and order, the 
ying out of specific court decrees, and an end to all violent 
ats and acts. 

This month in New Orleans, Federal District Judge J. 
ly Wright ordered New Orleans schools integrated “with all 
yerate speed,” and the three-judge (all La. natives) Circuit 
rt of Appeals there ruled invalid all the state’s laws to 
erve segregation, including the 1954 legislation making segre- 
mm. a police matter for public safety. 

[his month also the national Sigma Phi fraternity contra- 
d earlier indications and decided not to drop its Williams 
- chapter which had persisted in pledgmg two Negro 


Ine of the brightest pictures of all is the District of Co- 
bia, largely desegregated in the past four years. The Amer- 
Friends ended their special desegregation program there in 
er due to the city’s “new look,” and reported: 

‘or the individual Negro, there is freedom of movement and 
opportunity; for the Negro community there is lowering of 
the beginning of a merger with the whole; for the city, and 
ation it symbolizes, there is greater dignity. We have seen a 
rise to a new sense of vitality, new respect for its people, new 
ion of mutual obligation on the part of its citizens. From 1951 
proved most dramatic for the history of the city and for de- 
m. The city made changes its racial practices so-r pidly 
startling to even the most optimistic. a 
es were cited in the racial practices of restaurants 


barriers in the armed forces have been large ended, 
A.C.L.U. has charged the Navy with still maintain- 


7 


ing discrimination in some areas. (Civil Liberties, 10-55.) 

The President's Committee on Government Contracts has 
helped curb job discrimination where government contracts are 
involved. 

Gains there have been but setbacks, too, and violent resist- 
ance. As for long and urgently needed civil rights legislation, 
progress by Congress is exactly nil. And deeply entrenched seg- 
regation, as in housing, is still our national pattern, in North 
as well as South. The fight against discrimination and segrega- 
tion is a long and hard one yet, as ACLU points out in its 
recent 1955 Annual Report: 

A terrifying lot of unfinished business will face us for a long time. 
Emmett Till is kidnapped and killed in Mississippi, neo-Klan organiza- 
tions exert coercion on Negroes in many parts of the South, and, in 
the North—whose holier-than-thou bluff is being called by the rapid 
increase of its Negro population—discrimination in public housing takes 
on alarming proportions. Nor do we have all the time in the world to 


attend to this unfinished business; Africa and Arabia and Asia are look- 
ing ever more closely at us, and they hate much of what they see. 


Where Do the Churches Stand? 


Where have the churches stood in this crucial struggle over 
a basic demand of the Gospel? 

Our Roman Catholic friends have been ahead of us Prot- 
estants at many points in lowering color bars in southern church 
schools and even in churches. These Catholic integration steps 
took place early and firmly in St. Louis and Washington and 
have been occurring more recently in Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, 
Tennessee, Virginia, North Carolina and Louisiana. 

In Abilene, Texas, Methodism’s McMurry College has opened 
its doors to its first Negro student, Mrs. R. W. Stafford. 

In Alabama, the Montgomery Lutheran pastor (with a 
Negro congregation) actively backs the long and effective Negro 
boycott of that city’s segregated bus lines. But in Tuscaloosa on 
Race Relations Sunday, white Protestant ministers generally 
avoided any sermon references to the controversial mob at- 
tacks against Miss Lucy on the university campus there (N. Y. 
Times, 2-13-56). Meanwhile in Talladega, Alabama, Miss Lucy 
found a haven on the Congregational Talladega College cam- 
pus which has been bi-racial in both theory and practice for a 
long time. (San Francisco Chronicle, 2-19-56). 

The National Council of Churches has urged Christians to 
join it in supporting the Supreme Court’s desegregation rulings. 
And in Virginia, most ministers last month had registered opposi- 
tion to the segregation Gray plan, adopted by the voters. South 
Carolina Methodists in annual conference opposed Citizens Coun- 
cils for using economic coercive pressure against integration 
and Rev. John Murray, Jr., was moved from his Orangeburg 
County charge in consequence. In Charlottesville, Virginia, Robert 
B. Crawford, president of the Defenders of State Sovereignty 


and Individual Liberties said: 
“The worst obstacle we face in the fight to preserve segregated 
schools in the South is the white preacher. The patriots of Reconstruction 
had the preachers praying for them instead of working against them.” 


But when a young incoming Methodist minister in the 
Mississippi annual conference expressed opposition to a pro- — 
segregation resolution, he lost all chance to serve any church 
in that state. On the other hand, our Old Mystic, Connecticut, 
“white” Methodist congregation has warmly welcomed a Negro 
pastor. 


What Will Methodists Do? 

As citizens we should demand from our congressmen the 
long sabotaged legislation to protect effectively the rights of our 
Negro citizens, including the constitutionally guaranteed rights 
to peaceful ballot and petition. We should ask the President 
and his Attorney General for far more vigorous support and 
enforcement of federal law and guarantees. The Senate Judiciary 
Committee might well be asked to hold hearings in Mississippi 
now into attacks there on our judicial system, our government 
by law, and constitutional rights. Or the Senate Sub-Committee 
on Constitutional Rights, under Senator Hennings, might be 
asked to hold such needed hearings looking towards corrective 
laws. Will you as a citizen write today? 

A New Testament writer asked long ago how we can call 
others to Christian battle if our own trumpets give forth an 

We Methodists speak with lessened authority 
demanded by the Gospel, until we set our own 


} 
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the time and place for church-wide action to that end, You and 
your church group and MFSA chapter have the right to me- 
morialize General Conference for action against our own segre- 
gation, and should exercise it. Have you? Your attention is in- 
vited to one plan to that end, described elsewhere in this issue 
by Loyd F. Worley, General Conference delegate and MFSA 
president. And we urgently bespeak your own acceptance of 
action responsibility, as citizens and as Methodists—now. J.R.M. 


DO NOT DELAY DE-SEGREGATION 


IN THE METHODIST CHURCH 


The General Conference of 1955 should not be satisfied 
simply to adopt a strong resolution against segregation and 
create a commission to study the matter for four years. His- 
tory is moving too rapidly on the issue and such action will 
leave the Methodist church in a reactionary position. In fact 
the church has been in just that situation ever since the Cen- 
tral Jurisdiction was adopted as a compromise. Some of us felt 
then and still feel that segregation was too high a price to 
pay for unification. Since we took a backward step then, the 
thing to do now is at least to take racial discrimination and 
distinction out of the Constitution of the Church without delay. 
It is important to take the first step at the coming General 
Conference. 

Many memorials have been submitted urging the elimination 
of the Central Jurisdiction but I happen to know of only one 
which suggests how it might be done. As I happen to have 
shared in the preparation of this memorial, perhaps I can out- 
line it briefly without going into technical details. 

The proposal would delete reference to the Central Juris- 
diction in the Constitution where it appears in paragraph 26. 
This will require the action described in paragraphs 10 and 28 
so that the conferences of the present Central Jurisdiction will 
be allocated to the Northeastern, the North Central and the 
South Central Jurisdictions. The Central Jurisdiction Bishops 
will be re-assigned in accordance with paragraph 88. 

We have already successfully achieved de-segregation in the 
Judicial Council, in the Council of Bishops and in the General 
Conference. The above proposal not only takes the issue out 
of the Constitution but advances de-segregation another step to 
the judicial level. The segment of the church now in the 
Central Jurisdiction was formerly more closely associated with 
the conferences in the three jurisdictions mentioned. The adop- 
tion of this proposal will set a precedent making it easier to 
achieve further de-segregation as opinion develops. 

As it is a long and involved process to amend the Constitu- 
tion of the church, it should not be postponed or delayed by 
the tactic of appointing a commission to study. L.F.W. 


—— 


BEHIND THE HEADLINES 


From coast to coast, the Headlines proclaimed the appear- 


ance of the Eastland Sub-Committee Handbook which listed 
M.F.S.A., along with some twenty-odd other organizations as 
a Communist front, and put its editor and secretary and former 
secretary in the list of some eighty-odd persons named as “The 


ae active and typical sponsors of Communist fronts in the 
past. 


The stories the Headlines covered did not tell the public — 


proval of the whole Senate. This was given in a concurr 
resolution asking the House to join in printing 75,000 of 1 
Handbook for general distribution. Those in the religious wo 
who have been thinking there could be ease in Zion now ct 
cerning religious freedom and its corollary civil rights, beca 
Velde was stopped, and McCarthy slapped down, will do w 
to take a good long look at the meaning of this Senate acti 


Consider what has been happening while this Handbe 
was being prepared. The Chief Justice has pointed out # 
there are limits which congressional investigation may not pa 
Ex-seci@tary of State Acheson has admitted that the loyalty p 
gram he helped to initiate was a “grave mistake,” that the ws 
it could be used were not foreseen. In his memoirs, Trum 
has written: “It is one of the tragedies of our time that 1 
security program of the United States has been wickedly u: 
by demagogues and sensational newspapers in an attempt 
frighten and: mislead the American people.” The whole tn 
would include the chief officials of the Department of Just 
and the Courts. Now, as the climate of public opinion conce: 
ing witch hunting begins to change, a cleansing wind stirs h 
and there in the halls of justice. 

But the Senate moves toward more repression. It votes 
widely distribute a pamphlet which calls for more repressi 
which tries to incite a vigilante movement to detect commur 
fronts and make it impossible for them to exist, despite the fi 
that this situation is already covered by law. And in doing tt 
it backslides from its own previous position. Early in the 19 
session, there was much discussion, and some agreement, cc 
cerning standards to protect persons and organizations call 
before investigating committees. That discussion assumed tl 
investigations and hearings would precede the formation a 
publication of judgments and recommendations. Now the S« 
ate approves a publication which brands organizations and p 
sons without hearing or alleged proof. 

How could such a thing happen? Part of the answer is t 
overworked senatorial courtesy which let McCarthy go so lo 
unchecked. Working with that is the lack of time to read 
the material turned out by the multiplicity of investigatio 
This enabled the Velde committee, after printing some 2 
pages of one-sided hearings on Communist infiltration of religi 
under the title “Investigation,” to print unchallenged in 
amnual report that it never had attempted and never wot 
attempt to investigate religion. ¢ 

Another powerful factor in getting blind, blanket appro’ 
for any anti-communist statement or move (witness the appro 
of the Communist control act without any of the printed cop 
the rules require) is the fear that opposition, or even challen 
will bring the brand of pro-communist from one’s political fo 
within or without the party. Obviously, except for those stra 
enough to put principle above career, the only way to overco 
this fear is to be able to show that opposition will pay 
politically. ; ; ig 

So for us, and the others who willbe hurt by thi om 
the question is can we bring enough pressure upon the Hor 
to prevent approval of the 75,000, or enough pressure on | 
Senate to get reconsideration and rejection there. The appeal 
the House should go to Rep. Wayne L. Hays, chai 
Committee on Printing. For the Senate it should 
man Harley Kilgore, Judiciary ‘Committee, to y 
ators and any others you may know. if ESS 
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insure Bulletins 
2. If your 


‘it yourself. _ 


